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Mayor Kevin H. White today said that construction work will 
begin by Fall on the dramatic $14 million restoration of historic 
Faneuil Hall Markets. 


Working drawings for the restoration of the exteriors of the 
North and South Market Street buildings - the first phase of the 
project - are in the final stages of review by the Boston Redevelop- 
ment Authority, the Mayor said. Contractors will be asked to submit 
bids, probably in late June. 


The Faneuil Hall Markets project calls for the creation of a 
unique six-acre historic district that will include small shops 
and office space, outdoor cafes, restaurants and a pedestrian mall. 
It is a major effort to save one of Boston's, and the nation's, 
most historic and architecturally significant building complexes. 


New York Times architecture critic Ada Louise Huxtable, in 
her April 20, 1969 column, wrote, "Every mayor and renewal director 
in every American city, large or small, should be exposed to what 
is being done in Boston....(It) has found a way to keep the past 
and the present in one of the happiest architectural, historical 
and urban triumphs of any modern city." 


The complex includes Quincy Market and the 45 Market Street 
buildings on either side, as well as the streets in between. It 
is expected to provide about 428,000 square feet of rentable space, 
with some single spaces as large as 30,000 square feet, at rents 
competitive with new office construction. 
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Built in 1824-26 under the administration of Mayor Josiah 
Quincy to supplement the market space provided by Faneuil Hall, 
"Quincy Market" (actually named the Faneuil Hall Market Building) 
and the North and South Market Street buildings were the nation's 
first "urban renewal" project. The complex was designed by archi- 
tect Alexander Parris and built at a cost of $150,000 on what had 
been the town dock. The dock had become cluttered with scows 
selling oysters, temporary wooden sheds, rubbish and dead cats, 
and was considered a "blighted" area. 


"(Faneuil Hall Markets) represents one of the most distinguished 
groupings of a highpoint in American architecture, the Greek Revi- 


val," Mrs. Huxtable wrote. 


Mayor Quincy's plan called for the market to remain in city 
possession, which it has ever since, with its cost defrayed by 
rental of stalls. The buildings constructed on either side of the 
Market, however, were sold to provide developers who were required 
to adhere to the architect's designs. 


Since those days, Quincy Market and the Market Street buildings 
especially have undergone considerable exterior alteration and 
interior deterioration. The restoration project, using Parris' 
original plans and modern rehabilitation methods, will return them 
to their original appearance and prepare the interiors for further 
adaptation to modern commercial needs. 


The Boston Redevelopment Authority (BRA) has received a 
$2.1 million grant from the Federal government for this exterior 
restoration. Private investment of $10 to $12 million will be 
required to complete the interior renovation and tenant installation 
for all three buildings as well as certain open space activity areas. 


The BRA will select a developer on the basis of development 
proposals to be submitted by the end of the year. The developer 
will lease the buildings and will pay the city an annual minimum 
rent in lieu of taxes plus a percentage of his profits, or ona 
comparable basis. The area will provide considerably more tax 
revenue than it had previously. 


The firms of F. A. Stahl and Associates, architects, and 
Architectural Heritage, Inc., a historic preservation group, are 
doing the design work. They carried out an earlier $50,000 study 
of the feasibility of restoration. 
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Quincy Market is owned by the City of Boston, while the BRA 
has acquired 42 of the 45 structures that make up the Market Street 
buildings. Durgin-Park Restaurant owns the other three buildings, 
which are exempted from acquisition under the Waterfront Renewal 
Plan, but the owners have agreed to cooperate in the exterior 
restoration work. 


The plans include provisions to retain the existing occupants 
on the first floor of the Quincy Market - primarily produce dealers. 
Construction will be phased to permit their activities to continue 
uninterrupted. Marketing areas in the restored building will be 
increased. Outdoor selling and dining is also envisioned on South 
Market Street, which, will be a pedestrian mall closed to traffic. 
New facilities will be provided for the efficient operation of a 
greatly Se Se open air market. 
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Completion of the overall project will probably take at least 

another two years. : 
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